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Media Release, 23 July 2014

POPCAP ‘14: Outstanding African Photography 

The international photography competition 
POPCAP is pleased to announce the winners 
of the 2014 edition. The award aims to foster in-
terest in and support for contemporary African 
photography. This year’s winners - from The 
Ivory Coast, South Africa, Belgium, The Nether-
lands and Democratic Republic of the Congo - 
were chosen by an international panel of judges 
via an online judging process. The winning 
artists will have their works presented later 
this year at seven exhibitions in Europe and 
Africa.

Léonard Pongo, 9A, a local rapper, poses as I photograph him after a concert at the french 
institute. From The Uncanny, 2013

POPCAP ’14   The winners

Joana Choumali
Born in 1974 in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. Lives in Abidjan Cococy, Ivory Coast
www.joanachoumali.com

Hââbré, The last Generation, 2013
In the photographic series The Last Generation Joan Choumali presents portraits of the “last gen-
eration” of scarified people in Abidjan. The series questions identity in a contemporary Africa torn 
between its past and present.

Ilan Godfrey
Born in 1980 in Johannesburg, South Africa. Lives in Cape Town, South Africa
www.ilangodfrey.com

Legacy of the Mine, 2011–2013
‘The mine’, irrespective of the particular minerals extracted, is central to understanding societal 
change across South Africa and is comparable to mining concerns around the world. In Legacy of the 
Mine, countless stories of personal suffering are brought to the surface and the legacy of ‘the mine’ 
is revealed.
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Léonard Pongo
Born in 1988 in Liège, Belgium. Lives in Brussels, Belgium
www.lpongo.eu

The Uncanny, 2013
The Uncanny is a documentary project that has been conducted in Democratic Republic of Congo 
since the political elections held in Autumn 2011. The project aims to show the collateral impact of 
the war instead of the direct hits.

Steketee & BLANKEVOORT
Anoek Steketee, born in 1974 in Hoorn, The Netherlands. Lives in Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Eefje Blankevoort, born in 1978 in Montreal, Canada. Lives in Amsterdam, The Netherlands
www.loveradio-rwanda.org

Love Radio, 2014
The multimedia project Love Radio takes place twenty years after the genocide in Rwanda. It is based 
on a popular radio soap and is comprised of episodes of love and hate, showing the complex process 
of reconciliation.

Patrick Willocq
Born in 1969 Strasbourg, France. Lives in Kinshasa in Democratic of Congo
www.patrickwillocq.com

I am Walé Respect Me, 2013
I am Walé Respect Me tells the story of the initiation ritual of the Ekonda pygmies in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. The Ekondas believe that the most important moment in the life of a woman is the 
birth of her first child. This series is a personal reflection of women in general and the Walé ritual 
specifically.

About POPCAP

POPCAP, the piclet.org prize for contemporary African Photography is being held for the third time 
in 2014. It is directed at artists who deal with photographic content related to the African continent 
and/or its diaspora. POPCAP aims to raise the profile of African photography within the art world and 
provide more publicity for artists who engage with the African continent. The current edition received 
submissions from 720 artists from 88 countries, 24 of whom were from African countries. The five 
winning works will be selected online by an internationally-sourced 24 person panel. 

The call for entries for POPCAP ‘15 opens on December 1 2014. 
Further information can be found on our website www.popcap.cc
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7 exhibitions in Africa and Europe

The prize is comprised of a series of exhibitions in which the winning works are presented. Its real-
ization is made possible through collaboration with African and European partner organizations. The 
exhibitions are open-air and publicly accessible, and take place as part of a series of international 
photography festivals, thus increasing international attention for the chosen artists and their work. 

The POPCAP exhibitions

PhotoIreland Festival, Dublin, Ireland 	 1–31 July 2014
Image Afrique, Basel, Switzerland 	 1–25 September 2014
Cape Town Month of Photography, Cape Town, South Africa	 1 Oct – 1 Nov 2014
Lagos Photo Festival, Lagos, Nigeria 	 25 Oct – 26 Nov 2014
Eyes On, European Month of Photography, Vienna, Austria	 28 Oct – 30 Nov 2014
Festival lnternaticional de Fotografia Cabo Verde, Mindelo, Cape Verde 	 14 Nov – 12 Dec. 2014
Addis Foto Fest, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 	 1–7  Dec. 2014

International Network

POPCAPs international network has been growing daily since its inception in 2012. It consists of ac-
tive figures from both the arts and economic worlds, media partners and international organizations.                

Personalities (POPCAP advisory board)
Touria El Glaoui, director, African Art Fair, London, UK
Christoph Tannert, artistic director, Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, Germany
Thomas Licek, director of European Month of Photography, Vienna, Austria
Marcel Tanner, director, Swiss Tropical Institute, Basel, Switzerland

Media partners
European Photography (Germany), international photography and arts magazine
Another Africa (Canada), international online magazine for art and Africa
Urbanautica (Italy), international online magazine for photography
Prism (Ireland), international online magazine for photography
Fotoii (Switzerland), international online magazine for photography
Photo Philanthropy (USA), organization promoting photography for social change 

Partner organizations
African Artists’ Foundation (Nigeria)
Goethe Institut Lagos (Nigeria)
African Photography Initiatives (Switzerland)
Picturk (Irland)
South African Centre for Photography (South Africa)
Desta for Africa Creative Consulting (Ethiopia)
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Organization

POPCAP ‘13 is a non-profit project organization. The competition was initiated by artist Benjamin 
Füglister via the online web portal piclet.org and is realized in partnership with the non-profit orga-
nization Liaison, represented by the cultural manager Angela Nyffeler.

Further Information / Images

Further information can be found at www.popcap.cc. Images can be downloaded here:

Server: download.piclet.org
Login: POPCAP14
Password: piclet.org

Media contact

Angela Nyffeler, Verein Liaison, Zurich, Switzerland
Mail: media@popcap.cc
Phone: +41 44 450 15 77

Boiler Plate

POPCAP is a non-profit organization. Its aim is to raise the profile of African photography in the 
arts and provide more publicity for artists engaging with the African continent. Each year, five win-
ning portfolios are exhibited at international exhibitions in a publically-accessible location. In 2014 
there will be 7 exhibitions in Ireland, Switzerland, South Africa, Nigeria, Austria, Cape Verde and 
Ethiopia. The current edition received applications by 720 artists from 88 countries, 24 of which 
were from African countries. POPCAP was first awarded in 2012. The call to POPCAP ‘15 opens on 
December 1 2014. 


