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POPCAP ‘14    The Winners

Léonard Pongo
Born in 1988 in Liège, Belgium. Lives in Brussels, Belgium
www.lpongo.eu

The Uncanny, 2011–2013

The Uncanny is a documentary project that has been conducted in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
in the provinces of Kinshasa, Bas-Congo, Bandundu, Kasaï and Katanga since the political elections 
of Autumn 2011. The project was carried out by accompanying family members, political personali-
ties, religious leaders and local TV in order to document the events that rhythm the lives of the coun-
try‘s inhabitants and try to understand Congolese society and recover part of my own identity.

This story brings a vision of the country experienced from within. The project aims to document daily 
life in Congo and show the collateral impact of the war instead of its direct hits. My need to see my 
country from a different point of view than the so often depicted crises, combined with the openness 
of people to share their most intimate moments with me and my willingness to be accepted as part of 
their lives, allowed me to depict my country intimately and subjectively, not trying to deliver a truth, 
but striving to understand people‘s realities and to reconstruct my own.

9A, a local rapper, poses as I pho-
tograph him after a concert at the 
french institute. From The Uncanny, 
2011–2013

Untitled. From The Uncanny, 
2011–2013

Rosy stares at me while my aunt 
finishes preparing before my depar-
ture. From The Uncanny, 2011–2013
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POPCAP ‘14    The Winners

Steketee & Blankevoort
Anoek Steketee, born in 1974 in Hoorn, The Netherlands. Lives in Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Eefje Blankevoort, born in 1978 in Montreal, Canada. Lives in Amsterdam, The Netherlands
www.loveradio-rwanda.org

Love Radio, 2014

Twenty years after the genocide in Rwanda, during which almost one million Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus were murdered, photographer Anoek Steketee and journalist and filmmaker Eefje Blankevoort 
present Love Radio: episodes of love and hate, a multimedia project about the complex process of 
reconciliation, based on a popular radio soap.

In an effort to prevent new outbreaks of violence, radio soap Musekeweya (‘New Dawn’) was created 
ten years ago by NGO Radio La Benevolencija. On the same frequency that in 1994 incited Hutu gangs 
to kill, Musekeweya today broadcasts a message of reconciliation. The soap is hugely popular, with 
an estimated 80% of the Rwandan population tuning in to the weekly episodes.

The story line in Musekeweya takes place in Muhumuro and Bumanzi, two fictional villages that hate 
each other. Musekeweya seems to be a fairly normal soap at first, full of romances, intrigues and vil-
lains with resounding names like Rutaganira and Zaninka. The love between Shema and Batamuriza 
is like a Rwandan ‘Romeo and Juliet’. But there is a major difference: the soap is supposed to do 
more than just entertain; it is also intended to convey to listeners how violence begins and how it can 
be prevented. While the radio show has an idealistic premise, this project also raises some ques-
tions.Can fiction get people to reconcile? Or is this positive voice merely a veneer in a country still 
coping with the traumas of the genocide? And what does reconciliation actually mean?

The project straddles the boundary between fact and fiction. The photographs do not take a purely 
documentary approach. The camera is used not only to raise social issues, but also as a tool for the 
imagination. By playing with light and partially directing the subjects, alienating images emerge, with 
the surroundings as an gloomy stage set.

Recording Studio of Radiosoap 
Musekeweya, Kimihurura, Kigali. 
From Love Radio, 2014.

Radio, Musambira, Southern pro-
vince. From Love Radio, 2014.

Charles, 9.03 pm, Nyamirambo, 
Kigali. From Love Radio, 2014.
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POPCAP ‘14    The Winners

Patrick Willocq
Born in 1969 in Strasbourg, France. Lives in Kinshasa in Democratic Republic of Congo
www.patrickwillocq.com

I am Walé Respect Me, 2013

I am Walé Respect Me explores an initiation ritual of the Ekonda pygmies in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. The Ekondas believe that the most important moment in the life of a woman is the birth of 
her first child.

The young mother (usually aged 15 to 18) is called Walé, meaning “primiparous nursing mother“. 
She returns to her parents where she remains secluded for a period of two to five years. During her 
seclusion, a Walé is kept under very special care. During this entire period she must also respect a 
taboo regarding sex and is given a similar status to that of a patriarch. The end of her seclusion is 
marked by a dancing and singing ritual. The choreography and the songs have a very codified struc-
ture but also contain unique qualities specific to each Walé. She sings the story of her own loneli-
ness, and with humour praises her own behavior while discrediting her Walé rivals.

I‘ve always been fascinated by native tribes because I feel they have a wealth that we have some-
how lost. Today, many initiation rituals in the Congo are disappearing. The ritual of the Walé woman 
has resisted the pressures of modern life — but for how long? To document this beautiful tribute to 
motherhood, fertility and femininity, I approached a number of Walés and asked them to participate 
in staged photographs. Each image works as a visual representation of one of the subjects that the 
Walé would sing about on the day of her release from seclusion. You are, in essence, watching a 
song.

This series is a personal reflection of women in general and the Walé ritual specifically. But first and 
foremost, it is the result of a unique collaboration with young pygmy women, their respective clans, 
an ethnomusicologist, an artist and many artisans of the forest. By working together, our mutual 
experiences became richer, culminating in the birth of I am Walé Respect Me.

The Arch of Walé Oyombé. From I am 
Walé Respect Me, 2013

Walé Asongwaka Takes Off. From I am 
Walé Respect Me, 2013

Epanza Makita, Batwalé. From I am 
Walé Respect Me, 2013
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POPCAP ‘14   Panel of Judges

The POPCAP judging panel is chaired by Benjamin Füglister and comprises of curators, publicists, 
artists and historians from the field of photography, who have been sourced from all over the world. 
This enables us to promote African work worldwide and helps to avoid a geographically and cultur-
ally one-sided view of the portfolios.

Jenny Altschuler, director, Month of Photography, Cape Town, South Africa
Akinbode Akinbiyi, artist, Berlin, Germany
Joselina Cruz, curator, Museum of Contemporary Art+Design, Manila, Philippines
John Fleetwood, director, Market Photo Workshop, Johannesburg, South Africa
Benjamin Füglister, artist and founder of POPCAP, Berlin, Germany
Yumi Goto, curator, Tokyo, Japan
Ángel Luis González Fernández, director, PhotoIreland, Dublin, Ireland
Elda Harrington, director, Encuentros Abiertos, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Peter Herrmann, gallery owner, Lomé, Togo
Bohnchang Koo, artist, Seoul, Korea
David Knaus, curator, Museum of Photography, Marakkesh, Morocco
Michket Krifa, curator, Paris, France
Missla Libsekal, publisher, Another Africa, Vancouver, Canada
Karen McQuaid, curator, photographers gallery, London, UK
Jeanne Mercier, founder of Afrique en Visu, Paris, France
Aida Muluneh, artist and director of Addis Foto Fest, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Andreas Müller-Pohle, artist and publisher of European Photography, Berlin, Germany
Moritz Neumüller, curator, Barcelona, Spain
Azu Nwagbogu, director, LagosPhoto Festival, Lagos, Nigeria
Jennifer Shaw, director, Photo NOLA, New Orleans, USA
Jürg Schneider, historian, Basel, Switzerland
Bart Luirink, publisher of ZAM Magazine, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Daniel Sosa, director, Centro de la Fotografia de Montevideo, Montevideo, Uruguay

Advisory board

The POPCAP advisory board will consist of international art and/or Africa experts who are support-
ing our team with advice concerning the exhibitions and execution of the competition. As of January 
2014 the following persons have been invited to join the panel:

Touria El Glaoui, head of African Art Fair, London, United Kingdom
Christoph Tannert, director Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, Germany
Thomas Licek, director European Month of Photography, Vienna, Austria
Marcel Tanner, head of the Swiss Tropical Institute, Basel, Switzerland
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POPCAP ‘14   Background

POPCAP is a non-profit organization that aims to raise the profile of African photography in the arts 
and provide more publicity for artists engaging with the African continent. POPCAP offers a plat-
form for photographers to attract international interest and to be recognized by key players in the 
arts scene. An important aspect of POPCAP is the multi-layered international network that gives the 
award stability. 

piclet.org is an international online portal that has been presenting the portfolios of contemporary 
photographers since 2009, as well as maintaining an international catalogue of important photogra-
phy festivals, magazines and institutions. It was established by Berlin-based Swiss artist Benjamin 
Füglister. The execution of the competition and the exhibitions is organized in collaboration with 
Liaison Association for Cross-Disciplinary Culture, represented by arts manager Angela Nyffeler in 
Zurich, Switzerland.

POPCAP was first awarded in 2012.  Five winning portfolios were exhibited in the city centre dur-
ing Art Basel in a publically-accessible exhibition. The number of applications and jury members 
has since grown from 140 submissions from 39 countries and nine judges in 2012 to 360 submis-
sions from 57 countries and 14 judges  in 2013 to currently 720 submissions from 88 countries and 23 
judges. 

Benjamin Füglister, creative management POPCAP

Benjamin Füglister was born in Zurich in 1978 and grew up in the  Basel region. He has lived 
in Berlin since the completion of his studies at HGKB in Switzerland and HKU in the Nether-
lands. In his creative work he deals with social conventions and their visual transformation, 
with a particular focus on photography as an interface for observation and as a medium 
for the visualization of ever-changing views of humanity. Benjamin Füglister has been an 
editorial contributor to European Photography since 2006 and in 2009 he founded piclet.org, 
a platform for handpicked photographic portfolios, which awarded the POPCAP prize for the 
first time in 2012.

Angela Nyffeler, administrative management POPCAP

Angela Nyffeler was born in 1977 in the Basel region. She studied public relations and 
events communication at SPRI in Zurich and amassed much experience working in the com-
munications departments of various national and international companies. She currently 
works as a PR consultant for her own agency in Zurich. Her work experience comprises over 
ten years in communications, whereby culture has always played an important role. In Octo-
ber 2010 she founded liaison association for non-profit cultural events within the arts.
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POPCAP ‘14   Short abstracts of the seven exhibition partners

PhotoIreland Festival, 1–31 July 2014 www.photoireland.org
Dublin, Ireland

PhotoIreland is an Irish organization dedicated to promoting critical thinking regarding photogra-
phy, a deeper engagement with the visual arts, and fostering a wider visual literacy. The organiza-
tion holds an annual festival every July, in which the works of national and international artists are 
highlighted through a specific, pre-selected theme. The event is essentially a celebration of photog-
raphy and involves a wide range of artists, galleries and cultural institutions, with many participative 
events for all types of audiences.

Image Afrique, 11–25 September 2014 www.imageafrique.com
Basel, Switzerland

Image Afrique is an open-air exhibition featuring 100 works from the five POPCAP ’14 winners. It 
was first held in 2012 and is the mother exhibition of POPCAP. During the show we aim to foster an 
unhindered discussion about the image of Africa through a series of workshops and guided tours for 
students and the general public. All winners are invited to attend the show in Basel.

Cape Town Month of Photography, 1 October – 1 November 2014 www.photocentre.org.za
Cape Town South Africa

MOP6 is the sixth edition of the biennial Cape Town Month of Photography. Cape Town will be abuzz 
with photography-related events: exhibition openings, workshops, master classes, seminars, instal-
lations, panel discussions, etc.

LagosPhoto Festival, 25 October–26 November 2014 www.lagosphotofestival.com
Lagos, Nigeria

Launched in 2010, LagosPhoto is the first and only international photography festival in Nigeria. A 
month-long program of events will take place including exhibitions, workshops, artist presentations, 
discussions, and a city-wide exhibition of large-scale outdoor prints, with the aim of reclaiming pub-
lic spaces and engaging the general public with multifaceted stories of Africa. LagosPhoto aims to 
establish a community for contemporary photographers which will unite artists through images that 
encapsulate individual experiences and identities from across all of Africa.
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Eyes On, European Month of Photography, 28 October – 30 November 2014  www.eyes-on.at
Vienna, Austria

In November 2014 Eyes On - Month of Photography Vienna will take place for the sixth time. A broad 
spectrum of artistic photography is presented biennially in November in museums and art venues 
throughout the city; in galleries, off-spaces and temporary art spaces. Since 2004 the number of 
exhibitions within Eyes On has risen continuously from 80 to 225. With this number it is one of the 
world’s largest photography festivals.

Festival Internacional de Fotografia Cabo Verde, 14 November – 12 December 2014      www.fifcv.com
Mindelo, Cape Verde

The FIFCV aims to promote and disseminate photography and photographic culture in Cape Verde. It 
aims to bring new perspectives to the archipelago and foster the growth of a critical mass within the 
photography scene, through the exchange of experiences and know-how between national and inter-
national photographers. The goals of the festival are the recognition of photography as an artistic act 
and the disclosure of new resources available to photographic practice.

Addis Foto Fest, 1–7 December 2014 www.addisfotofest.com
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Established in 2010, the Addis Foto Fest biennial is a photography festival directed by award-winning 
photographer Aida Muluneh. Produced by Desta for Africa (DFA), the week-long international festival 
is held in Addis Ababa in Ethiopia and features exhibitions, portfolio review, conferences, projections 
and film screenings. Our main objective is to support the development, dissemination and promotion 
of images from Africa through the participation of both continental and international photography 
communities.
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POPCAP  in retrospect

The 100 winning works selected for POPCAP ’13 by Anhua Collective (ES), Dillon Marsh (ZA), Cristina 
de Middel (ES), Alexia Webster (ZA) and Graeme Williams (ZA) were initially presented as large-scale 
posters at Münsterplatz in Basel, Switzerland in June, 2013. The award winners were invited to at-
tend the opening and had the opportunity to engage with and present themselves to the international 
art market. In July the exhibition was shown at PhotoIreland Festival in Dublin, Limerick and Cork. 
An open-air exhibition in October 2013 comprising 43 large-scale prints on Victoria Island, Lagos 
concluded the POPCAP ’13 exhibition cycle and was very well received by the Lagosian audience.

The winners of POPCAP ‘13 were chosen from 360 applications from 57 countries by an international 
panel of judges comprising 14 experts in the field of photography.

POPCAP ‘12 was the first edition of the piclet.org Prize Africa. The competition was launched in April 
2012 and received 140 submissions from 39 countries. They were reviewed by a panel of nine inter-
nationally-sourced judges. The five awarded works came from Guillaume Bonn (MDG), Nabil Boutros 
(EG), Namsa Leuba (CH), Adolphus Opara (NG) and Paolo Patritzi (IT). The conclusion of POPCAP ‘12 
was celebrated with public screenings in the city centre during Art Basel.

Exhibition view of POPCAP ‘13 in Lagos, Nigeria

Boiler Plate

POPCAP is a non-profit organization. Its aim is to raise the profile of African photography in the arts and provide more 
publicity for artists engaging with the African continent. Each year, five winning portfolios are exhibited at international 
exhibitions in a publically-accessible location. In 2014 there will be 7 exhibitions in Ireland, Switzerland, South Africa, 
Nigeria, Austria, Cape Verde and Ethiopia. The current edition received applications by 720 artists from 88 countries, 24 
of which were from African countries. POPCAP was first awarded in 2012. The call to POPCAP ‘15 opens on December 1 
2014. 


